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advertising contracts connected with the flight,
Analysing the situation several years later, I believe
that it was this particular detail which indirectly con-
tributed to the tragic outcome of this unfortunate
enterprise.
At that time, however, our small organization was
still struggling hard for existence.   The flight seemed
a good opportunity for us to make an important step
forward, and it was necessary to take this chance.
From an engineering standpoint it presented a difficult
problem.    The plane which was under construction
at that time was originally designed as a medium
range twin-engined passenger transport.   For the trans-
oceanic flight three motors were preferable and the
basic requirement was a very long range.   Therefore,
important changes had to be decided quickly and the
plans altered accordingly.   A considerable amount of
design engineering work and new stress analysis were
hurriedly completed, and the work resumed along
quite different lines.   The span and area were sub-
stantially enlarged by the addition of intermediate
sections of wings.   The front of the fuselage was re-
designed to permit the installation of the third engine.
The whole centre section was reinforced to allow for
the greater span and of much greater gross weight,
A rather complicated, but ingenious, petrol system
was produced in order to take care of the huge amount
of fuel needed for the 3,600 mile flight.   Those prob-
lems, as well as a number of others, were difficult,
particularly because they had to be incorporated in a
ship which was already partly built.    Moreover, we
had modest and primitive shop equipment, and not
much time.   However, the huge, elegant, efficient, and